
South Jersey Holocaust Survivor Business Profile

P & L Feed Mill
Pakier Family

Location
626 Peach Street,
Vineland, NJ
Cumberland County

Years Active
1955 - 1960

About Israel Pakier

Israel Pakier was born 1910 in

Lachowicze, Poland  (today

Lyakhavichy, Belarus). When the

Germans invaded Poland in 1939,

Israel, serving with the Polish army,

was captured by the Germans and

somehow survived German captivity

until 1945. The circumstances of his

captivity are not known. His first

wife and three children were

murdered at Treblinka. Released

from the camps, Israel  married Lila

Warschauer when they were both

“displaced persons” in Germany

after the war. They immigrated to

the United States in 1949, and had

settled on a poultry farm in Dorothy,

NJ in the early 1950s.



The P&L Feed Mill

In 1955 Pakier purchased feed mill equipment from Sol Pitel. Pakier partnered with the

Langsam family and founded P&L Feed Mill. From 1955 until 1960 P&L struggled to turn a

profit during the tumultuous late 1950’s period in poultry farming. The cost of feed

increased rapidly towards the end of the Eisenhower years as war era price supports were

lifted. Small family farms did not possess the lobbying power to continue the grain price

supports that kept poultry farming profitable and feed prices low.

The Vineland area suffered a dramatic decline in poultry farming in the last half of the

1950s, when more than 500 area farms were abandoned. By 1960 the feed mill could no

longer turn a profit and suffered threats of a strike by employees. The business ceased and

the property was put up for sheriff’s sale. Under a new owner, the feed mill burned down in

a 1962 blaze.  Israel and his family left the South Jersey area. Israel counted this as yet

another trial in his life after surviving the Holocaust and suffering as a Polish Prisoner of

War in Germany for  five and a half years.

The Pakier family moved to Chicago and opened a food store. One night Israel was shot in

an attempted robbery of their store, but he survived and recovered. Eventually, Israel and

his family saved enough to retire from business and moved to Tucson, Arizona. Israel

Pakier passed away in Tucson in 1983, and his wife Lila in 1987.

For more information see

South Jersey Holocaust Survivor Digital Archive, Sara and Sam Schoffer Holocaust Resource
Center at Stockton University.

Daily Journal, Vineland, 1/11/1977.

Profiles of South Jersey Holocaust Survivors by George D. Quinn (Project Lead),
with contributions by Dr. Michael Hayse (Curator & Editor).
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